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PREFACE 
 

The idea for this booklet emerged from a simple yet profound realisation: The pharmaceutical 

industry stands at the intersection of innovation, public health, and stringent legal frameworks. 

Intellectual Property (IP) rights serve as the backbone of this sector, incentivising 

groundbreaking research and development while ensuring that life-saving medicines reach 

those in need. However, navigating the complexities of IP law in pharma is no simple feat—it 

involves intricate patent strategies, regulatory hurdles, and a delicate balance between 

exclusivity and accessibility. 

 

This booklet delves into the multifaceted world of IP in the pharmaceutical industry, exploring 

the legal and technical challenges that companies, policymakers, and legal practitioners face. 

From patent evergreening and biosimilars to compulsory licensing and global IP enforcement 

disparities, the landscape is riddled with contentious debates and evolving jurisprudence. The 

rise of biologics, gene therapies, and AI-driven drug discovery further complicates the IP 

framework, demanding adaptive legal strategies to protect innovation without stifling 

competition. 

 

Moreover, the tension between patent monopolies and affordable healthcare continues to spark 

global discourse, particularly in developing nations where access to medicines remains a 

critical issue. How can IP laws foster innovation while ensuring equitable distribution? What 

legal mechanisms exist to prevent abuse of patent rights without disincentivising R&D 

investment? These are just some of the pressing questions this booklet seeks to address. 

 

This publication aims to provide clarity on the intricate legalities shaping the future of 

medicine. By understanding these challenges, stakeholders can better navigate the evolving IP 

landscape and contribute to a system that promotes both innovation and public health. We hope 

this booklet serves as a valuable resource in unravelling the complexities of IP in the 

pharmaceutical industry and sparks meaningful dialogue on harmonising legal protections with 

societal needs. 
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